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DEGREES  AWARDED  -  STATE  OF  MONTANA,  1975-76  and  1976-77* 

Information  concerning  numbers  of  degrees  awarded  is  prepared 
annually  by  all  institutions  of  higher  education.   This  section  of  the 
report  summarizes  the  data  reported  by  all  colleges  and  universities  in 
the  State  of  Montana  for  the  years  1975-76  and  1976-77. 

Slightly  more  than  5,000  degrees  were  awarded  by  the  12  colleges 
and  universities  for  the  year  1976-77,  a  decline  of  210  (-4%)    from  the 
previous  year.  Table  I  shows  these  data. 

Table  I.   Degrees  awarded  by  higher  education  institutions 


in  Montana,  1975-76  and  1976-77 


Degree  level 

Doctor 

Master 

First  professional 

Bachelor 

Associate 

Degree  Total 
Other  awards 

TOTAL  Degrees  &  Awards      5,232  5,022 


In  1976-77  bachelor's  degrees  represented  73%;  master's  degrees, 
\~5%;    associate  degrees,  9%;    doctoral  degrees,  \%;    and  other  awards,  2% 
of  the  total  degrees  and  awards.   Figure  I  shows  this  information  graphically. 


1975- 

-76 

1976- 

77 

Number 

Pe 

srcent 

Number 

Percent 

67 

1.3 

63 

1.3 

683 

13.  1 

672 

13.4 

65 

1.2 

75 

1.5 

3,842 

73.4 

3,660 

72.9 

513 

9.8 

452 

9.0 

5,  170 

4,922 

62 

1.2 

100 

2.0 

*  Prepared  by  Paul  0.  Dunham,  Director  of  Planning,  and  Stan  Zezotarski, 
Research  Assistant 
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First  professional  or  law  degrees  is  the  only  category  which  in- 
creased during  the  two  years,  although  the  increase  was  only  slight. 
Awards  for  work  in  programs  of  less  than  two  years'  duration  increased 
a  I  so. 

Private  colleges  award  9%   of  the  degrees  and  certificates;  com- 
munity colleges,  6%;    and  the  units  of  the  Montana  University  System,  the 
remainder  or  85%.   Table  2  portrays  these  data  for  two  years. 


Figure  I.   Earned  degrees,  1976-77 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Montana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/comparativesumma0800mont 
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4. 

All  master  and  doctoral  degrees  are  awarded  by  units  of  the  Montana 
State  University  System.   Only  one  unit  of  the  Montana  University  System  - 
Montana  State  University  -  -  awarded  no  associate  degrees. 

The  overall  decline  of  210  degrees  during  this  period  is  attributable 
primarily  to  four  of  the  six  units  of  the  Montana  University  System. 
Total  private  college  degree  awards  increased  somewhat  because  of  a 
significant  increase  at  Carroll  College.   There  was  a  decrease  at  the 
other  two  private  colleges.   Community  college  degree  awards  decreased 
si ight ly. 

If  one  looks  at  the  distribution  of  degrees  by  sex,  A\%   of  the 
degrees  are  granted  to  females.   There  is  some  difference  based  upon  the 
level  of  the  degree.   Table  3  portrays  these  data. 


Table  3.  Distribution  of  degrees  awarded  by  higher  education 
institutions  in  the  State  of  Montana,  1975-76  and 
1976-77,  by  sex  of  the  recipient  and  level  of  degree 

1975-1976  1976-1977 


Females  as  Females  as 

Level  of  degree  Ma les  Fema les  %   of  total  Ma les  Fema les  %   of  total 

Doctor  62  5  7.5  59  4       6.3 

Master  465  218  31.9  454  218      32.4 

1st  Professional  58  7  10.8  67  8      10.7 

Bachelor  2,208  1,634  42.5  2,025  1,635      44.7 

Associate  284  240  45.8  232  220      48.7 

Degree  total  3,077  2,104  40.6  2,837  2,085      42.7 

Other  awards       33   29  46.8       29   7I_      71.0 

TOTAL  3,110  2,133  40.7  2,866  2,156      42.9 


While  there  is  some  change  during  the  period,  it  is  not  substantial 
The  bachelor  degree  is  the  only  instance  where  awards  to  males  and 
females  are  nearly  equal  in  number. 


In  addition  to  sex  d i stri but  ion,  degree  awards  according  to  the 
ethnic  characteristics  of  the  recipient  is  an  important  element  in  the 
construction  of  affirmative  action  plans  not  only  within  the  colleges 
and  universities  but  to  organizations  outside  the  collegiate  sector  which 
rely  upon  these  institutions  for  employees.   Table  4  shows  these  data. 
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During  the  two  years  there  was  some  positive  change  in  the  numbers 
of  minority  students  receiving  degrees  and  awards  according  to  these 
data.  While  the  change  is  not  significant  overall,  it  may  be  meaningful 
for  individual  categories.   The  numbers  of  blacks  receiving  degrees 
nearly  doubled  and  the  number  of  Indians  awarded  degrees  increased  by 
forty  percent. 

One  might  be  cautious  about  the  real  change  since  it  might  be  a 
•  reflection  of  more  accurate  reporting  the  second  year. 

The  last  item  that  might  be  interesting  on  a  state-wide  basis  is 
the  change  in  degrees  awarded  by  groupings  of  fields  of  study.   Table  5 
.  shows  these  figures. 
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9. 

At  the  master's  degree  level,  the  number  of  degrees  awarded  in 
agriculture  and  natural  resource  fields  decreased  as  did  business  and 
management,  and  fine  and  applied  arts  while  there  was  some  increase  in 
the  areas  of  engineering,  public  affairs,  and  a  slight  increase  in 
education. 

At  the  bachelor's  level  there  were  declines  in  agriculture  and 
natural  resource  fields,  biological  sciences,  business  and  management, 
communications,  education,  fine  and  applied  arts,  letters,  mathematics, 
and  psychology  while  there  were  increases  in  architecture,  health  professions, 
physical  sciences,  public  affairs  and  services  and  interdisciplinary 
studies. 

At  the  associate  level,  the  major  change  appears  to  be  a  decline  in 
data  processing  technologies  and  business  and  commerce  technologies. 

The  next  section  of  this  research  report  concerns  degrees  awarded 
by  the  units  of  the  Montana  University  System. 

MONTANA  UNIVERSITY  SYSTEM 
During  this  period  degrees  awarded  by  units  of  the  Montana  University 
System  decreased  by  232  (-5.2$).   This  included  decreases  of  209  (-6.0$) 
in  bachelors'  degrees;  4  (-5.9$)  in  doctoral  degrees;  18  (-9.1$)  in 
associate  degrees  and  an  increase  of  10  (+15.4$)  in  law  degrees.   Table 
6  portrays  these  data. 


Table  6.   Degrees  conferred  by  Montana  University  System, 
1975-76  and  1976-77,  by  level  of  degree 


Numerical  Percent 

Degree  level  1975-76  1 976-77  change  change 

Doctor  67  63      -   4       -  5.9 

Master  683  672      -  I  I       -1.6 

Bachelor  3,467  3,258      -209       -  6.0 

1st  Professional  (Law)        65  75      +  10       +15.4 

Associate  197  179      -  18       -  9.1 

TOTAL  4,479  4,247      -232       -  5.2 


In  addition,  the  number  of  diplomas  and  certificates  for  programs 
f  less  than  two  years'  duration  increased  from  36  to  44  (+22.2$)  during 
his  period. 

Some  changes  occurred  in  the  fields  of  study  in  which  degrees  were 
warded  during  the  two  year  period  as  might  be  expected.   Table  7  portrays 
hese  changes. 


Table  7.  Changes  in  disciplinary  groupings  of  fields  of  study, 
Montana  University  System,  from  1975-76  to  1976-77 


Discip I ine  groups 

aw 

griculture  &  Natural  Resources 

rchitectural  &  Environmental  Design 

Iological  Science 

usiness  and  Management 

ommuni cat  ions 

omputer  &  Information  Sciences 

ducation 

ngineering 

ine  &  App I ied  Arts 

oreign  Languages 

ealth  Professions 

ome  Economics 

etters 

ibrary  Science 

athematics 

hysical  Sciences 

sychology 

ublic  Affairs  &  Services 

ocial  Sciences 

nterd isci pi i nary  Studies 


Significant  increases  occurred  in  law,  architectural  and  environmental 
esign,  physical  sciences,  public  affairs  and  services,  and  interdisciplinary 
tudies  while  significant  decreases  occurred  in  biological  sciences,  and 
athematics. 


Numerica 1 

Percent 

change 

change 

+  10 

+ 

15.4 

-23 

- 

5.3 

+  8 

+ 

28.6 

-73 

- 

26.1 

-57 

- 

1  1.4 

-  7 

- 

1  1.5 

-  5 

- 

17.9 

-72 

- 

6.6 

+  18 

+ 

6.0 

-14 

- 

9.5 

-  3 

- 

5.8 

+  3 

+ 

1  .0 

-  8 

- 

8.6 

-15 

- 

9.3 

-  3 

- 

100.0 

-15 

- 

24.8 

+33.5 

+ 

34.4 

-22 

- 

20.2 

+24 

+ 

28.6 

-1  1.5 

- 

3.1 

+  18 

+ 

94.7 

The  changes  in  number  of  degrees  awarded  is  not  uniformly  distributed 
nong  the  campuses.   Table  8  portrays  these  changes. 


Table  8.   Changes  in  degrees  awarded  by  campuses  of  Montana 

University  System,  1975-76  and  1976-77,  by  degree  level 

First 
Associate   Bachelor   Master   Doctor   professiona I   Tota I 


H  -8  -134                 -18               -9  +10                 -159 

>U  +49                 -3+5  +51 

C  +    I  -90+1  -   88 

:mst  -  9  +14               +1  +6 

C  -5  -26                 +14  -17 

C  +  3  -   22                 -   6  -   25 


N 

umerica 1 

c 

hange 

-134 

-18 

-  9 

+  49 

-  3 

+  5 

-  90 

+  1 

+  14 

+  1 

-  26 

+  14 

-  22 

-  6 

8 

Pe 

rcent 

ch 

ange 

-  9. 

-  5. 

9 

-21  .4 

+  3. 

5 

-  1. 

5 

+20.0 

-  20. 

6 

+  1. 

1 

+  18. 

9 

+  12. 

5 

-  26. 

,8 

-38. 

9 

-  20. 

9 

-16. 

,7 

A  -53.3  -  9.8  -  5.9  -21.4       +15       -  8.9 

5U  +  3.5  -  1.5  +20.0  +  3.1 

C  +  2.4  -  20.6  +1.1  -  15.4 

:MST  -42.9  +  18.9  +12.5  +  5.8 

C  -  4.5  -  26.8  -38.9  -  7.0 

C  +37.5  -  20.9  -16.7  -  16.8 


Four  of  the  six  units  experienced  a  decline  in  the  total  number  of 
agrees  conferred  but  in  only  two  was  the  decline  greater  than  10  percent. 
ie  change  was  less  than  10  percent  in  the  two  units  which  showed  increases, 

Table  9  provides  more  detailed  information  about  degrees  conferred 
/  the  units  of  Montana  University  System. 
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Appendix  A  provides  a  more  detailed  listing  of  degrees  by 
disciplines  for  the  years  1975-76  and  1976-77. 
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